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Present Issues 

• SMEs may not realise energy and non-energy benefits brought by the 

undertaking of energy audits and the implementation of energy 

efficiency measures.

• SMEs lack resources, particularly in terms of time, expertise and 

finance.
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Where do we want to be?

• Energy audits that lead to the implementation of energy efficiency 
projects 
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Project Partners

9 Energy Agencies

1 Communication Partner

Supported by:

2 cross-country associations of Energy Agencies

3 Chambers of Commerce and University Departments

10 National SMEs associations
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Main Goals
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Proposing effective &
realistic solutions

Mapping & 
understanding

Knowledge 
Sharing

• Mapping and understanding                        
the context of national support to SMEs

• Proposing effective and realistic solutions 
to policy makers in terms of policy schemes, cross-

cutting policy solutions embracing both energy and non-

energy benefits and policy recommendations

• Knowledge sharing
(successes, barriers and failures) on national policies
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Methodology
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Research and 

Analyse

Identify the

Barriers

Mobilise and 

Inform

Propose 
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Number of enterprises and shares in project partner 
countries

• Source Eurostat – Structural Business Statistics 2017; * contains confidential data

10

86%

88%

90%

92%

94%

96%

98%

100%

AT EL* HR IT* MT PL PT SK UK

%
 S

h
ar

e
 o

f 
e

n
te

rp
ri

se
s

Micro enterprises Small enterprises Medium enterpises Large enterprises



This project has received funding from the EU H2020 research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement No 893924. This document 

reflects only the authors’ views. EASME is not responsible for any use that 

may be made of the information it contains.

Number of persons employed by enterprises and 
shares in project partner countries

• Source Eurostat – Structural Business Statistics 2017; * contains confidential data; sum of shares might not add up to 100%
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Total value added by enterprises and shares in 
project partner countries

• Source Eurostat – Structural Business Statistics 2017; * contains confidential data; sum of shares might not add up to 100%
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Comparison between partner countries

• In Malta, estimated SME energy consumption share of gross inland 

consumption was approximately 16%. 

• Italy had the highest SME energy consumption share (approx. 29%) 

while Poland had the lowest share (approx. 9%).
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Comparison between partner countries

• Estimated SME energy intensity in Malta was the lowest among all 

partners – around 300 MWh/ Mn€ Total Value Added. 

• Greece had the highest SME energy intensity among project partners 

– around 1550 MWh/ Mn€ Total Value Added.
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Malta – SME Energy distribution by NACE code
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What does it involve?

What’s in it for my company?

How can it be done?

a systematic procedure with 
the purpose of obtaining 

adequate knowledge of the 
existing energy consumption 
profile of a building or group 
of buildings, an industrial or 

commercial operation or 
installation or a private or 

public service, identifying and 
quantifying cost-effective 

energy savings opportunities, 
and reporting the findings
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What does it involve?

Energy Audit Report

Detailed 
Analysis

Certified 
Auditors

Regulation

ISO/EU
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Collaboration
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What does it Involve?
The audit must be an exercise between the company and the auditor if a 

successful outcome is to be achieved…
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Company

• Identify Scope

• Provide Resources

• Share information

• Schedule Visits

• Company information

• Identify feasible options

• Open for review

Auditor

• Make Plan

• Analyse Data

• Measure

• Review Processes

• Identify Consumption

• Identify Improvement 
Opportunities

• Provide Report
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What’s in it for my 
Company?

Profitability

Optimisation of 
energy expenditure

Productivity

Optimisation of 
equipment and 

processes 

Performance

Rationalisation of 
energy use
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What’s in it for my Company?

• Lower energy bills

• Increased comfort of those in the facility

• Increased life span of the equipment in your facility

• Discovery of any unaccounted consumption that may 
exist at the facility

• Elimination of waste

• Reduced environmental damage and pollution

• Support Malta in reaching its Energy Efficiency targets
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What’s in it for my Company?

• Lower energy bills

• Increased comfort of those in the facility

• Increased life span of the equipment in your facility

• Discovery of any unaccounted consumption that may exist 
at the facility

• Elimination of waste

• Reduced environmental damage and pollution

• Support Malta in reaching its Energy Efficiency targets
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Commit

Engage 
Energy 
Auditor

Initial 
Meeting

Audit 
Plan

Provide 
Support 

Personnel

Provide 
Data

Support 
Visits

Review 
Proposals

Final 
Meeting

Action 
Report
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Enterprises which have not received grants which exceeded or will exceed the 

aggregate of €200,000 over a rolling three fiscal year period (2020 – 2022) in terms of 

the de minimis Regulation should apply under Scheme A. 

Otherwise, they must apply under Scheme B.

State Aid Received between 2020 - 2022 Energy Audits Scheme Applicable

Less than €200,000 Scheme A

More than €200,000 Scheme B
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Grant Capping of Categories:

Categories from 2022 Grant 

Category 1 Medium Sized Enterprises in the NACE Code C and I € 5,000

Category 2 Medium Sized Enterprises in all other NACE Codes € 3,000

Category 3 Small Sized Enterprises in the NACE Code C and NACE Code I

subgroup 55

€ 3,000

Category 4 Small Sized Enterprises in all other NACE Codes and NACE Code

subgroups

€ 1,000
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Submit Application Form Scheme A or B , to carry out an energy audit to the level and detail as described 
in the Schedule to the Government Notice.

Application

After reviewing the Application, the Agency informs the enterprise whether it can proceed with the Audit.

Grant Offer

Enterprise engages a Certified Energy Auditor, chosen from the official list of energy auditors published on 
the website of the Regulator for Energy and Water Resources (REWS).The Energy Audit identifying 
improvement opportunities and investments for the enterprise is to be submitted to the Agency within the 
stipulated timeframe.

Audit Submission

The Agency will review the report and/or the optional template to ensure it meets the minimum 
requirements as detailed in the Schedule. The Enterprise will then receive payment for the Energy Audit 
exercise according to the fiscal receipts signed by the energy auditor capped as per previous table.

Payment
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The enterprise may claim an additional €500  against the presentation of one of the 

improvement opportunities identified in the audit report in one of the templates 

available on the Energy and Water Agency website. 

Points to note:

• Filling of template is optional and does not affect grant allocated for the audit report;

• If opted for, the template must be handed in with the audit report, i.e. within the same 

deadline;

• The template can be downloaded for the Energy and Water Agency website;

• The template has to be filled in only for one of the improvement opportunities identified in 

the report;

• The improvement opportunity chosen is at the discretion of the company;

• The required supporting documentation must be provided with the filled in template.

Optional Additional Refund
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Scheme may be 
modified, 

terminated or 
renewed by means 

of a notice in the 
Government 

Gazette. 

Closes

September 
2023

Effective 
from 

January 
2022
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Matthias Agius

Energy

matthias.agius.1@gov.mt

Lorna Taliana Mintoff

Stakeholder Support

lorna.taliana@gov.mt

Thank you 

for your attention!
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