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The European experience, the 
policy landscape and 
common barriers
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LEAP4SME: energy audit policies to drive energy 
efficiency 

Aim

Understand how to improve 
policies and programmes that 
are put in place to get small and 
medium sized businesses to do 
energy audits and implement the 
recommended energy-saving 
measures. 
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Existing support measures for SMEs

• Report published in May 2021

• Overview of policies and programmes 
in place to support SMEs
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Existing support measures for SMEs
• 173 support programmes and policies were identified 
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Which polices and programmes were most successful?

• Integrated programmes 

• Long term support programmes

• Targeted at specific sectors

• Reduced complexity 

• Effective communications and engagement 
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Energy audits market and main barriers 

• Report published in July 2021

• An analysis of the energy audits market 
and the main barriers SMEs face 

• Literature review, workshops and 
interviews with European energy agencies 
and experts 
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Main findings and barriers 

• The SME energy audit market is less standardised

• Most common barriers are:
• Financial 

• Organisational

• The way support programmes are designed
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Difference in impact according to SME size 
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