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Main goals and Consortium

LEAP4SME
  Energy Audit policies to drive Energy Efficiency

LEAP4SME is supported by:

2 International associations of national Energy Agencies (EnR and Medener) 

9 Ministries 

4 Further National Agencies

18 National SMEs associations, Chambers of Commerce, Regional and local 

Authorities 

www.leap4sme.eu

• Mapping and understanding the complex context of national and local support 

to SMEs

• Contributing, through LEAP4SME research, analysis, and stakeholders 

involvement, to help the Institutions finding solutions to fill the gap of data 

• Knowledge sharing (successes, barriers and failures) on national policies

Proposing effective and realistic solutions to policy makers and policy 

implementers in terms of data, policy schemes, cross-cutting policy solutions 

embracing both energy and non-energy benefits, policy recommendations 
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First steps: setting the scene, filling the data-knowledge gap 

•  Good availability of economic-related data, number of enterprises & employees + interesting results from EC/SAFE and EIB surveys

•  Lack of energy-related data on SMEs: insufficient data situation for properly planning energy efficiency policies

Energy efficiency in SMEs 

• Need for KPIs to implement policies and support the policy process development 

• Share on gross inland consumption (GIC): 9 -
18% except for Italy

• Different scenarios calculated for Italy resulting 
in greater range 

• Hypothesis, methodologies and assumptions 
explained in the report

• Refined methodology applied to Austria and Italy 
→Submitted for peer-review 

Source: LEAP4SME report “Mapping SMEs in Europe: Data collection, analysis and 

methodologies for estimating energy consumptions at Country levels”. Author: AEA
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Source: LEAP4SME, reports “Existing support measures for energy audits and energy efficiency in 

SMEs” and “Energy audits market overview and main barriers to SMEs”. Author: Energy Saving Trust  

Analysis of 173 policies, programmes, projects covering the nine targeted Countries

• Further evaluate a combined approach with a mix of different instruments

• Assess the effectiveness of focused obligations for SMEs to conduct energy audits 

• Sector specific policy instruments & assessment of tailor-made approaches at the intersection of 

firms size and specific aspects of energy/climate investment

Among the first outcomes and preliminary recommendations:

Energy efficiency in SMEs 

First steps: evaluating Energy Efficiency Policies in SMEs 
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More than 750 participants in 9 countries

Meetings organized from May 2022 to June 2023 by the 9 Energy Agencies 

Gathering knowledge, providing information: National Observatories

Recommendations

… plus 5 Sessions of International Observatories

Example: EnR-LEAP4SME-CEPS, Observatory on the assessment of a new SME definition, 2021
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Example: “To increase the implementation of the recommended measures for SMEs do you think it is better to concentrate the efforts on”: 

ONLY EXTREMELY HIGH RELEVANCE/HIGH RELEVANCE 

Assessing policy options 
Survey for organisations (177 answers)
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6.1 Obligations

6.2 Incentives

6.3 Information

6.4 Training, workshops

6.5 Standardization (ISO 50001,
IPMVP etc.)

6.6 One stop shops

6.7 Multiple benefits

6.8 Resource efficiency

Source: LEAP4SME Survey results and EED Recast Consilium Interinstitutional File: 2021/0203(COD), 24/3/23
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and implementing EE measures for
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application of Energy povery measures for
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Assessing innovative policy options & solutions
Survey for organisations (177 answers)

Impact of Energy Monitoring and Management Systems on the Implementation and Planning of Energy Performance 

Improved Actions: An Empirical Analysis Based on Energy Audits in Italy (leap4sme.eu)
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Assessing perceptions, comparing data & behavioural issues 1/2
Survey for organisations (177 answers) + survey for SMEs (116 answers)  

Analysing the multiple benefits of energy efficiency in energy audits could be an effective approach to engage non-energy intensive 

SMEs, which are often unaware and uninterested. The challenge is to understand the relationship between EPIAs’ characteristics and 

their adoption/implementation.
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Assessing perceptions, comparing data & behavioural issues 2/2

 

• Having a monitoring system positively affects energy saving per site, EPIAs and company

• The use of Energy management systems is linked to an increase in savings (in % of total 

consumption)

• Higher savings in energy intensive SMEs

EST is currently finalising a REA and a set of high-

level interviews on the influence of decision making 

in SMEs and behavioural-related issues

Focus on the Plastics sector in Italy LEAP4SME Behavioural reserach

Source: LEAP4SME peer review paper https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/14/16/4723 and REA report
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Broad assessment per Country → Example for Portugal, 9 Countries covered
National observatories + policy assessment + surveys

June 2022 – February 2023 

3 online events and interviews with key 

stakeholders

51 participants

Source: elaboration on LEAP4SME Survey submitted to

organisations, from national agencies and business

associations, to ministries, NGOs and industrial associations
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https://ttja.ee/ariklient/ehitised-ehitamine/suurettevotete-energiaauditid 

TTJA, Consumer Protection and Technical Regulatory Authority 

of Estonia 

LEAP4SME policy uptake beyond the Consortium Agencies

Invitalia, Italian National Agency for Inward Investment and 

Economic Development
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LEAP4SME policy uptake within the Consortium Agencies: two examples

Through LEAP4SME assessments, the Agency has identified some energy consuming NACE categories to as 

priorities to launch, in February 2022, the national pilot project MERCA (Managing Essential Resources in Retail 

through Consumption Analysis) focusing on small and medium retail establishments that sell food and 

beverages. 

https://energywateragency.gov.mt/merca/ 

CRES is using LEAP4SME results in order to provide support to the Ministry of 

Environment and Energy and/or the Regional authorities of the country which 

request support in the policy implementation directly related to the Energy 

Efficiency Directive transposition, as well as for providing support to them for 

policy planning and reporting.

Also, both Countries are going to use some relevant project results in SME-related policy planning and future EED Recast 

implementation

https://energywateragency.gov.mt/merca/
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Thanks for your attention

 

www.leap4sme.eu

enrico.biele@enea.it
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